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Introduction
Incorrect national statistics negatively bears on government effectiveness (Kodila-Tedika, 2014a ) and potentially creates debates in policy circles. This debate which has been articulated with fundamental growth issues in Africa, coincided with the publication of some notable works on data revision, inter alia: Jerven (2013a), Devarajan (2013) , Harttgen, Klasen and Vollmer (2013) . While Jerven (2013b) has clearly outlined the issues in a new book, Young (2012) has established that some indicators on Africa's development are growing about 4 times what is indicated by international datasets. This has motivated a growing stream of literature on the subject, notably a recent book premised on whether Africa's recent growth resurgence is a reality or a myth (Fosu, 2015ab) .
In light of the above, it is important to elucidate why good statistics may be present in some countries and not others. To the best of our knowledge, very little has been covered on this stream of literature, essentially owing to the relatively new stream of debate. As far as we have reviewed, only Kodila-Tedika (2013) has attempted to elucidate this concern of statistical quality in African countries. The present line of inquiry aims to extend this stream of the literature from a human capital angle, notably: on the role of intelligence or intelligence quotient (IO) in statistical capacity.
The positioning of the line of inquiry on human capital aligns well with an evolving stream of African development literature, articulating the imperative for African countries to catch-up with the rest of the world by enhancing their transition from product-based economies to knowledge-based economies (Anyanwu, 2012; Asongu, 2014a; Oluwatobi et al., 2014; Andrés et al., 2014; Asongu, 2015a) 1 .
Our theoretical hypothesis is founded on the following arguments. Indeed, educated persons tend to be good and well informed citizens (Reynal-Querol and Besley, 2011; Besley et al., 2011) . A high degree of citizenship and information should include being more reliable and indebted (Botero et al., 2012) . and Lynn and Milk (2007) Young (2012) and Henderson et al. (2012) . Based on the above theoretical postulations, our testable hypothesis is as follows: on average, countries with high IQ present better statistics, relative to their low IQ counterparts.
The rest of the paper is structured as follows. Section 2 discusses the data and methodology. Empirical results are presented Section 3 while Section 4 concludes with implications.
Data and Methodology
The The BBSC discloses information on various dimensions of national statistical systems of developing nations, embodying a statistical capacity indicator at the country-level. This indicator examines the capacity of statistical systems with the help of a diagnostic framework which entails three investigative areas, notably: data sources; methodology and periodicity and timeliness (institutional framework is excluded). The rating ranges from 0 to 100, with higher values denoting better capacity.
The data on intelligence is from Meisenberg and Lynn (2011) and its previous versions can be found in Vanhanen (2002, 2006) . This dataset is a compilation of hundreds of average national IQ tests observed over the 20 th and the 21 st centuries using best practice methods. Average IQ is a measure of general-purpose human capital as well as a measure of nation's labor quality (Hanushek & Kimko, 2000; Hanushek & Woessmann, 2008; Jones & Schneider, 2006) .
The choice of the statistical indicator and intelligence measurement are broadly consistent with recent economic development and intelligence literature (Weede & Kämpf, 2002; Jones & Schneider, 2006; Ram, 2007; Potrafke, 2012; Kodila-Tedika & KanyamaKalonda, 2014; Kodila-Tedika, 2014b; Rindermann et al., 2014; Kodila-Tedika & Mustacu, 2014; Kodila-Tedika & Bolito-Losembe, 2014; Kodila-Tedika and Asongu, 2015ab) . It is interesting to note that data from Hanushek on the one hand and from Lynn and Vanhanen on the other hand are continuously being improved (Meisenberg & Lynn, 2011; . 
Empirical results
The first Column shows univariate regressions confirms the expected positive correlation between intelligence and Statistical Capacity. Hence, intelligence is positively correlated with Statistical Capacity. Columns 2 to Column 7 assess the relationship conditional on other covariates (control variables). From the results, the positive correlation is broadly confirmed across specifications in terms of the significance of the estimated human capital (or intelligence) coefficient. Accordingly, the estimated coefficients varies between 0.8 and 0.3 and the degree of adjustment (or explanatory power) of estimated coefficients also varies between 26.5 % and 59.3%. It is logical to expect an increasing R² with more control variables into the specifications. Hence, we could infer from the baseline estimations that countries with high IQ are associated with higher degrees of Statistical Capacity. 
Concluding implications
The purpose of this note has been to assess the nexus between intelligence or human capital and a nation's statistical capacity. The line of inquiry has been essentially motivated by: (i) the scarce literature devoted to elucidating availability of poor statistics in developing countries and (ii) an evolving literature on knowledge economy. We have established a positive association between intelligence quotient (IQ) and statistical capacity. The relationship is: (i) consistent with the employment of alternative specifications based on varying conditioning information sets and (ii) robust to the control of outliers.
The above findings imply that as average levels of IQ in developing countries increase, we should expect to see countries revising their national statistics substantially. This has been the recent experiences of Nigeria and Kenya in Africa. Given the leading roles of these countries on the continent in education, innovation and information and communication technology (ICT) (Tchamyou, 2014) , the intuition for associating the higher IQs with better statistical capacity is sound. This is essentially because the highlighted variables are three of the four dimensions of the World Bank's knowledge economy index: the fourth being, 'economic incentives and institutional regime'. Accordingly, for better statistics to be collected, broad-based ICTs are essential to facilitate exchanges and accuracies between the data collector and data provider (institutions and civil societies). Moreover, with improvement in the levels of education, more skilled researchers would be available to refine and improve techniques of data collection, simulation, aggregation and computation, inter alia.
Future lines of inquiry devoted to improving the extant literature on the subject could focus on understanding: (i) the channels via which the IQ improves statistical capacity and (ii) which dimensions of knowledge economy drive the IQ on the one hand and a nation's statistical capacity, on the other hand.
